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| 2 I come direaly to reply to the ſaid 
Anſwer, I ſhall premiſe a few things;Firſt, 
though myAntagoniſt finds his Deſign Oppoſed 
by ſeveral Diſcourſes under the Name of WV. C. 
(and chiefly by one called Englands Intereſt )yet 
he hath done me the Honour to Front his Dil- 
courle {| 
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courſe with divers Propofitions , allowed even 
by himſelf; 
I ſhall therefore an{werably endeavour to 
treat the ſaid Author with all that Civility, that is 
neceſlary in this Caſe, granting to him what is 


true, rectifying whatT conceive to be miſtaken ; 


and an{wering ſuch objeCtions, as are materi- 
al. 

I muſt needs ſay, that I had no thoughts of 
appearing in Publick any more, and could not 
calily have been moved thereunto, had not 
my Zeal tothe Commerce of the Nation (which 
is at preſent ſolely maintained by the Woollen 
ManutaQure of it ) Raiſed my fears ſo far as 
to believea great Prejudice is coming upon Us, 

and fo far as to doubt alſo that we may be 
haſtning of it, by thoſe very means we would 
endeavour to. prevent it. 


And therefore I cannot but like the dumb 


Child ſpeak, when he {aw a Knife at his Fa- 


thers Throat, I mean, when I conlider the ex- 
tremity we are hike to be in from the French 
Kings Vignlancy, and the great Endeavours that 
he hath of late uſed to acquire, the making of 
the Woollen Ma nufacture in his own Kingdome, 


and 
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and what Artifice and vaſt Expence he doth 
uſe to effe& his ſaid defign, both: France, 
and by his Agents: here 1n England , even at 
this very day,notwithſtanding his Mind is and 
cannot but beſo much engaged-in the preſent 
Wars: And it he doth;this an the-very mudſt of 
- his diſtractions, what will he not do, or what 
may we not expedt hereafter from him when 
he ſhall-be'at Peace withall his Neighbours,e(- 
pecially having already gotten ſuch Quantities 
of our - Wooll, as he hath. 

And to encourage the Manufacture thereof 
in his own Kingdom; he hath even very lately 
:ſued: forth his.EdiCt, for the erecting Hoſp 
tals' 1n many Towns: in France, both for the 
letting all forts oi Perſons at work ( that are 
able ).inthe Woollen Manuiacture, and tor the 
Maintenance of all Indigent Perlons, and not 
to ſuffer a Begger there. 

And iithe French King, how fair {oever he 
pretendsa. Friend/lip to us, be Defigning by 
all-wayesand means, to Undermine our Com- 
merce, and by it to prejudice us 1n our Trade 
and Strength by Sea, I may I hope be pardo- 
ned, 1t I am more than inditterently. concer- 

| \ned, 
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ned, or more than ordinarily warm, | to think 
that we our ſelvesſhould endeavour-to perfect 
His Defign by, delivering up our Wooll, the. 
Foundation of ſo Richa ManutaGure, into His 
hands; for that which 1s moved, is moved 


primcipally *(' it not ſolely) for the French 


Kings advantage, and that which is deſired 
( if granted ) tends to our own Inevitable 
ruine. 

Nor can we hereafter think of ſo Vain and 
Idle a Vhing, as to recover our Woollen Ma- 
nutacture once loſt, or to preſerve the Kings 
Cuſtoms, or the Strength and Shipping of this 
Great Kingdom without it. 

Upon all which conſiderations, I cannot 
but humbly entreat the Nobility -and Gentry, 
( and more eſpecially luch as have the Honour 
to (erve their Country, in Parliament ) feri- 
ouſly torefle ct upon the wildom-of that Great 
Prince, King Edward the 3d. and upon the 
Method which he in his Reign uſed, now 10 
long {ince to gain the Woollen ManuiaCture out 
of Flanders into this Countrey, and withal Im- 
partially compare that with the preſent Prac- 
tile of the French King betore mentioned. 

lh And 
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And then to Conſider whether, we have not 
Reaſon to do the utmoſt we may to Prevent 
his Deſign, or whether we have Reaſon to do 


all that we can (nay more than he himſelf 


doth ask or expect from us ) by a Law to pro- 
mote-and Incourage his Detign. 
We muſt be very ſhort-{ighted, if we under- 
ſtand not that after he hath ſupplyed his own 
Country, he will not only endeavour,but will 
ſoon be able, to fupply Flanders, Portugal, Spain, 
and the Streights, to gain an Advantage to his 
own Subjects; for if he may break the Laws 
of Commerce, and lay what Impoſitions he 
pleaſeth upon our Cloth, and all other our 
Native Commodities, even while we are at 
Peace with hin, why may he not allo Ja 
an Impoſition upon all our ſhips that paſs rhe 
Streights, or that ſhall dare to Trade or brin 
the ſame Commodities that he doth in any 
Port of Italy, or Turkey, where the Subjects 
of his Greatneſs comes? And when our Com- 
merce 1s loſt and our -ManutaQture gon, and 
our Ships impoſed upon that ſhall paſs the 
Seas, what ſhall be left to defend our ſelves in 
cale we will not alſo receive his Codex,or what- 
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ſoever heſhall ( for the greatneſs of his name ) 
think fit to require of us. 

All which things , whether they be conve- 
nient not only to be wiſhed but to be Contrt- 
buted to by a Law, I humbly leave to my 
Opponents themſelves to judge. For when the 
Trade that not only brings ſuch a Revenue to 
his Majeſty, but is the Riches and Strength of 
this Kingdom ſhall be loſt, as is now attempt- 
ed, what Way or Means may we as Rational 
Perſons, think ( on ). to prevent any of thoſe 
Miſchiefs before mentioned. 

This General being premiſed, I ſhall now 
enter upon the Diſcourſe it ſelf : the main Aim 
or Scope of my Antagoniſt divides it 'Selt into 
two Parts, the one to prove that there ought 
to be a Limited Tranſportation of WWeell-; the 
' Other that by a Limited Exportation of Weoll the 
| Price of it may be Raiſed: and by the: Raiſmg 
| of this, the Rents of Lands, may and will be 
encreaſed, and his Majeſties Cuſtomes greatly 
Advanced ; and it theſe things were Really 
Practicable , I ſhould not only be fo Juſt te 
my Self, and to my Opponents, but fo juſt to 
the Nation, as not to put Pen to Paper ts trou- 
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ble my Reader, and much lefs to expoſe my 
ſelf to a Stage of Contention ,as I am.now' like 
todo; but ſor as much as the quite contrary 
will ( if Imiſtake not ) appear, Tſhall there- 
fore Examine and Weigh thole Reaſons and 
Grou nds which my Oppnent hath brought tor 
thole Aſſertions. 

Whereas my. Opponent doth endeavour to 
Alarm the Nation, that for want of the vending 
our ſuperfluous  Wooll abroad, that the Farmer 
and the Landlord are ſo much danmified, that 
the one cannot pay his Rent, nor the other ſuſtain 
his Taxes, and that this is the chiefeſt, if not the 
ſole Reaſon of ſinking our Rents, and throwing up 
Farms, and the Miſery of the whole Country. 

This Conſiquence 1s not allowed, that being 
a{ligned for a General Caule, which is but one a- 
moneſt many,and thata very {mall one;the true 
Cauſe of the abateing the Price of Land, and 
lc{{ening the Rents,ſhall be given in the Anſwer 
to the next pretence in this Head ; ( Viz. ) That 
it is much more the Concern of the Nation to pre- 


ſerve the Nobility, Gentry, and thoſe that the Land 


of this Country belongs unto. ; rather than regard 


a few Artifficers, who are employed in the wor- 


king 


CP 3 | 
king up of the Wooll of this Nation, or to regard 
the Merchant, who gains by the Exportation of our 
ManufaGture. 

I Humbly crave leave to fa, that. the ſaid 
Argument doth wholly depend upon a Sup- 
poſition, which is no way fit to be Granted, 


( Viz.) as if the Intereſts of the Merchant, 
Mariner, and Artificer, were not only Oppo- 
ſite to, but wholly Inconfiſtene with the In- 


| tereſt. of the Nobility, Gentry, and Farmers, 


whereas" there is nothing more evident than 


the contrary; fo that the whole Argument it 
Self falls for want of a Foundation. For the 


clearing'of which! let us conſider, that 'in as 
much as1t is Impofible, that we ſhould defend 
ourſelves, as an Ifland, otherwiſe thanby the 


ſtrength. of 'our Shipping, and fecing this 1s 


- -mudh»lels:pofible to be done now, at ſuch a 
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JunQure) 6f Time 'whert our” neareſt Neigh*® 
bours do” (partly out of Fear, .and partly out 
of Emulation ©) - mitltiply- Shipping upon us, 
and:vwſe all: endeavours- that are © poffible to 
cam the Dominion%of the Sex From us, 1t.1s 
hence-clear,:thaEwe tuft” cither fay, that the 
Intreſtcof the: Nobility } Gentry ,* and Farmer , 
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is not the ſame with the Intereſt of the Nati 
on, or if it be the ſame with the Intereſt of 

: the Nation, it muſt be their Intereſt then, to 
uphold the Trade and Shipping of this Coun- 
try; and Conſequently to uphold the Mer- 
chants. 

But for as much as all that underſtand 
Trade, do well know that all the Commerce 
of this Nation, doth for the value and bulk 
of it, Intirely depend upon the Woollen-Ma- 

mfr , Conſequently it muſt be the Intereſt 
.of the Nobility , Gentry, and Farmer, toup- 
hold the Woollen-ManufaGinre , as much as 
tis to uphold Trade,or to uphold the Strength 

of our Shipping by Sea: For whatwill the _. 

. Landsof the Nobility and Gentry proffit them? 
or what will become of the Provide s and 
Rights « ny lh .Men, if through the Loſs 
of our -ManufaGiure , we Looſe our 

Trade, it by the Loſs of this, we want 
Shipping to Defend ur Selyes? 
To this Argament let -us alſo add, that if 
Mk be no. ho ition between the Intereſt 
of the Nobility and Gentry , and the Intereſt 
of the Farmer , ( as no Man doth pretend 


1 
if 
there 
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there: is ) than there'can be no Oppoſition 
between the Intereſt of the Nobiltyand - Gyn - 
try , and the Intereſt of the Artifficer, who 
Works up the Wool! ofall he Count r y. 

For beſides the Proffit that doth ariſe to the 
Nobility aud Gentry, by the Hotiſes which 
are taken, atid by the Lands that are Rewt- 
ed by the  Clothiers, and by the Workmen 
under them , it's well known, that. the ſaid 
Clothiers, and Workmetn are Serviſeable to the 
Farmer, not only for rhe buying up of his 
Wooll, bat for the buying up all manner of 
Victuaks alſo; by the which not only one, but 
all the parts of the Farmers Rents come to be 
diſcharged, one Clothier Imploying not only 
one or two Hundred Perſons, but ſometimes 
one or two Thonfand ; and Conſequently, 
x we ſhalt admit that there. are in England 
not aboye five Thouſand Chthiers , and that 
each of theſe ( one with anothet ) do maimn- 
tain but two Hundred and Fifty Workmen, 
the-whole will amount toupward of one Mil- 
lot; wherefore'if we allow for each of theſe 
People, but foor pound Per. Az. one with 
another ; the whole will amount to wo 

our 
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four and five Millions of. PoundsSerling Per. 
An... which Tearly Sum the Farmer doth Imir.e- 
diately receive, and Conſequently the Nobilzy 
and Gentry, from the Poor and Contemptible 
Artificer, over.and above what is further Con- 
tributed by them to, the Shoomakers, Taylors, 
and other Trades, that could not live and be 
Maintamed without them, nor the Farmer 
himſelf, if all theſe Trades ſhould Fail. _ _ 

. Andthis leads us alſo, to take notice : of a+ 
nother miſtake inmy Opporert, and {uchas is no 
{mall one, which is, that inaſmuch as1t is Mat- 
ter,of Fad, and ſuch as may be clearly demon- 
ſtrated; that theres at.leaſtif.not much more 
than a Milion of Perſons, cmployed..in | the 
Clothing-Trade, and hath their dependance 
wholly upon the {aid MarufaSure: It's hence e- 
vident, how much my. Opporexf hathyi nuſtaken 
lumſelfin ſuppoſing, that though : our, Cloth- 
ing-Trade ſhould be loft, yet all the Perſons. 


thatarenow employed m it, might find work 


from the Farmers, reiFenng it.s Mattcr,of F a; 
that the Farmers able to lupply himſelf with 


as many Labourers, and more than he hath oo- 
caſion. tor, without ſomnch as medling with that 


of 
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Of the, Clothing-Trade : It muſt unavoydably 
follow ;; that it our -Mamfafiire. ſhould* be to- 
tally loſt, as there - will be above a Mzllion of 
People ; that mult either Starve, orBeg , or be 
put to the Charge of ſeveral Pariſhes, ot be for- 
ced to Steal or Rob,or leave the Kingdomzſo it's 
as evident, that the Farmer after all this, will 
not only be leſs able to employ Labourers, than 
he was before, but leſs able to pay his Land- 
lord, by Four or Five Millons every Year. 

And when ſuch an Abatement as this ſhall be 
made of the Farmers Income:] ſhall leaveit then 
to any wile Man to Conſider what will bzcome 
of thePrice. ot Lands,or Value of Rents,andhow 
much this will advantage the Grower or Breed- 
er of Wooll? and to make good this Computa- 
tion, and freeit fromall Suſpilion of Slightnets,” 
we (hall further offer to Coniideration , that 
whatſoever is the:trne-Vallue of all the 7Yoe!- 
len-ManufaGiure of Enghand, the Nobility,” Gen- 
rty, and Commonalty do receive among thenn, 
near, if notmorethan Nine Parts of Ten: For 
inaſmuch asall who are well acquainted with 
the Clothing:Trade,. "do: know that it'is :ttot a 
Tenth Part'ofthe Proffit, . nor ſometimes the 

2 3 . Twen- 
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Twentieth that is gained by the Clothier , or 
firſt Employer, who frequently loofeth of the 
very Intereſt of his Mony ; conſequently it 
mult of neceſlity follow, that Nime of the Ten 
Parts, if not Nine-teen of Twenty Parts of the 
whole Value of the faid MannfaFare muft be 
diſtributed to the Nation; ſothat admitting the 
whole Wollen-ManufaGure of this . Nation , 
comprehending Cloath, Stuffs, Bays, Stokengs , 
and all other.of the ſaid MannfaGwre, do amount 
to Four Millions of Pounds Sterling Per. An. 
( more or leſs ) there will not come of that 
Great Sumto the Clothier , or firſt Employer, 
much above Two Hundred T bouſand Pounds ( if 
ſo much ; ) fo that Three Millions and Eight 
Hundred Thouſand Pounds Per. An. muſt of ne- 
cellity be diſtributed to the Nation by Virtue, 
of the ſaid Clothing-Trade ; whereof we can- 
not but ſuppoſe the Farmers, and therefore the 
Noblity and Gentry maſt receive the great- 
er Part. 

It is well known allo, that itis ſolely by our. 
Trade; that not only this Great/City of Loudon 
it Self, but ſeveral other Large Cities of this 
Nation do wholly Depend ; and which if our 
Trade 
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Trade were removed, they would ſoon be 
deſerted by their reſpeCtive Inhabitants. 

And then we cannot bur offer to Conſidera- 
tion, where the Nobility, Gentry, or Farmers, 
would find a Market for their Commodities, 
or find a Price an{werable to them. 

All which ParticularsI have been the larger 
in, to remove that Miſtake, which is almoſt as 
Diſtrudive to the Nation, as the Peſtilence it 
Self; which is that mentioned by my Opponent 
( Viz. ) thatthe Intereſt of the Merchant, or 
the Intereſt of the Cloathier and Artifficer is not 
Conſiſtent with the Intereſt of the Nobility and 
Gentry ; the contrary being made ſufficiently to 
appear. wt K 

My. Opponents Third Argument is, that 
Wooll was at twelve pound Per Pack in the 
Year 1647, when Wooll was Prohibited, and 
that in the following Year, it was ſold for ſfix- 
teen pound Per Pack, but that Wooll ever: 
fince by reaſon of the faid Prohibition, ( as is 
pretended ) is fallen of its price, and is now 
not worth above four or five pound Per Pack. 

In which Argument, there feems to be a 
Failure in two Reſpeds, one, as if the Fooll of 

az the 


[ 16 ] 
the Nation hath never, bore any Price: ſince 
the time of the Prohibition, whereas it may 
be made appear, that after the Year 1650, 
IVooll bore. a very ,confiderable Price, from 
ten poand Per - Pack. .totwenty foure, Pound 
Per Pack, according: to. the goodneſs; of the 
{aid Iooll, and continued fo for :ſome | time, 
which ſhews us another miſtake in his Acgu- 
ments, as if the fall of the price of Wool, were 
wholly to be aſcribed to, the Prohibition ,of 
it, —— LAY indeed there are two other caul- 
es that are. very evident. : 
Firſt. + From the diſcouragment that. hack 
been put-upon the. Clothier, and upon. the 
Vent of our Woollen-M anufaczure, by the French 
Kings Arbitrary Impoſitions upon. it, to the 
almaſi utter Prohibition of it 3 whereb now 
there. cannot-: -be 1o; much wrought, © "g it, as 
formerly, which had otherwiſc certainly been, 
and then no ſuch occaſion or pretence as. this 
would. haye. been; taken to. complain of Su- 
perfluous Wool, and therefore ha thi $\.CANNOt... 
be denyed te Bog a true caule. W Ges of our 
Yooll comes to be unwrought. KG formerly, 
lo 'tis clear:that thoſe, very. Men that are now. 
FRO 
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pleaded: for Oppontnt, "CT fied "the 
| deans and1lra ters of }ooll- about: Can- 
; andthe: vlades adjacent; hot fot nie- 
-ceflity :buvide' flchy groedineſs! «f Gauv and 
;Lncred)/ibave hiphly'! contributed to "it not- 
-withfianding the Lawes of the Nation againſt 
nh and notwithſtanding the Ruitie of the 'Na- 
cofi thats Day Je opetdiee® by it, 5n whitch 
fo F cannoecburiConfeſs; *that ' Rumney- | 
Marth hath indeed: Created an Intereſt by ic it 
Acli, bur: it's ſuch an Intereſt, which neither 
38}1no&-hathy beers: 'Comifiene with the Tnce- 
reſbbE the: Nation, nor wth theAnter&ſt of 
(the:Nobility andGentry 'in General, fo' that the 
{ard/Stealers or Tranfporters of W ooll, have 
: been! the main' and principal Cauſe of both 
| -Sheſei Imcomvenicnces, ( vi } both of theLofs 
of out! Mamefafture, and the Loering, the 
-Prige:of our' Wool. 
 3;Theiather; Cauſes of the Fall of the Price 
- of Woall;\ eſpecially of late' Years, hath beeh 
the Neceflicating of Irvlayd ts Rock their Paſ- 
ture Ground with Sheep, inſtead of great Cat- 
-vle, and: thols ofothe beſt:Breed of England, » 
kiwhich meanes, as Woolf hath of late Years 
C been 
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been- more e ncrea(ed, then-ever at any: time 
before within his Majeſiies Dommions, --fo 
the Conſequence of this Extraordwary Increaſe 
(and not any Fault in the! Clabier: or, Mann- 
faGinrer ) is that which: hath net-ofly/brought 
down. the Price, but hath occaſioned fo great 
a quantity to be ſent Abroad; into: Forreign 
Parts, as it beaxs'now almoſt as finale a Price 
beyond; Sea. as Here ;,'and therefore ih this Ar- 
gument, my Opponent. hath - Afſigned'that for 
a Cauſe; which is no Caule at all, 'may clear- 
ly, Appear,; becauſe it's matter of; FaGtz'1 that 
Wooll.,bore-,as good. a: Price, if! not; atbetter 
( after-the ſaid Prohibition as it did before!) 
tor many Years, till that; breach of Cominerce 
which was put upen-ts;by.theifrends King; 
which ey e-paper EI {165-01 A 
Unfortunate A& (for ſoLmuſt-Hlumbly crave 
leave to call it ) was made/agaibft thedmpot- 
ting the. Iri/# Cattle, upon 995 10 rg it 
would- Raiſe. the Price: of LLand;berem \Exg- 
land,/ whereas the" quite contrary: Effe&t bath 
been. too much Experienced: { vx). that it 
bath Laid ſuch a Foundation, for. the-tmpove- 
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riſhing England;” as will not quickly (1 fear ) 
be Recovered! © 

The -next'thing Alleged by my 'Oppoent, is, 
that a Lintited TE eploeans of Woolf will 'be 
more for the Advantage of onr Woollen Trade, 
and leſs- for that "beyond the Sea, than the bin- 
dring of it hath been. 

Which" Afcertion, if my Opponent had Re- 
ally, Sufficiently; and EffeQtually made good, 
he might juſtly have Merited he Name, for 
being the greateſt Maſterof Reaſon in Englard. 
0 \Ajdcindeed ſeeing a Payadox more ſtrange, 
arid more- hard to be-Conceiwed, could not 
eafily be ſtated; 1 could not but expeRt, that 
ſome / Arguments more: Remarkable than or- 
ditiary;”- would Timmediately have followed-ir, 
burtinding ( contrary to- my ExpeGtations ) 
nething beyond 'a bare Afﬀernation, that if 
Strangers bad a Liberty to Buy what Wooll- {o- 
evortheyi pleaſe,” they would Pay Dearver for it, 
ether #0 they do,” 'and that onr' f: lothiers Sola 
therefore biwe' it "the Cheaper, and by this 'Ad- 

vantage would be able- to under-ſel the Strangers 
in theis> Mannif Shire: I ſay finding" lids ot'no- 


tlimg more 350 «be brought; cichetby- way 
JJ | | of 
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of Reaſon,orof Argument,to maintautthis Par- 
Ttadox, I was ſoon convinced that- it. remain» 
£d as uncapable toibe.proved.ab;it,was- before, 
And 2 little. to 7evidence the, Improbabilicy..of 
the faid i Conſequence, we ſhall- here: offer 
lome'iew 'Reafons.to the 'Contrary.. 

And Firſt I crave leave-to.fay, .that..it's 
noTway. bkely. that.the Groweifan,ahy/part 
oi Exalund, ſhould nat be willing to: get-the 
utmoſt, Price for his Wooll that he::can,:;-and 
merclore, not likely that-any. Grower; Whats 
logh&rs} Ak ell has \Hogllits; thei Natings of 
this | Counttcyz;-foralel{ Price; thapiche pre- 
J9Fe;,noF Fa all, likcly,-that our (Ort Manat 
Hugs! ſhpuld.Byp16:Cheaper:thany otherail 
Ualawiuh,jor af Scranper teBuy! up Wool, 
vt FRITH GANG 0, Jealon of the-Year,,to.the 
epdz\thag.,opr Aoghicts Avg! & frficRrovide 
whemlcleaigh whatyrbeynced, yet woweuld 
no. Wayilgllouw, but. Strangers. may have ther 
Agents/and Factors. hereg that may; -Purckate 
pomp yay wel i regen CORNEDI 
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ers are like to 'do., nor can I perceive any 
thing propounded by: my. Opponent , that 
would be able in the leaſt, "cater! ito Prevent 
it, , or, Obvaate it) ©, {| again 
Thirdly And this great Edinifiog: in' my 
Opponent, I could not but take the more:no- 
tice of, .becaule if no Expedient can be found 
SME wk \him (which 1 doubt there wilt-not ) 
revent Strangers, from giving what Com- 
| they, pleaſe, to Buy up what Quan- 
ritigs, of {oolh ſoever. they ſhall think fit; here 
19 ' this Countrey ; as I fee not how, . 'or 
what: meanes; - the” Exportation bf our Wooll, 
ſhould, be any way poſlible+ to be L inmnitbed, 
Haber do Set how. the: Clotbier here; ſhould 
F» 9nd. certainly nly ;Furniſhed,;: Of 
= Rh fb :1elf: ſhould!: be ©4- 
pable of being any way preſerved!;' and if 
thee Miſcheits; aj nd Incoopycnicticies cannot 
but, be london butbea'Netellary:Can- 
(quences. of fach-a, Jaw; o!:59 is!1 propuanyjeit 
by , my Opponent -; 3. and; that: net b7 'to Obvi- 
ate . Or cies Few 'ENE theſe aa es 7: bath 


ANN egarded, -or {0-amjueh as aticmp- 


:1 cannox bus take 1 xt $& bo aivery 
C 2 | oreat- 
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ſont Blot to his Judgment, barel y and bold- 

to Offer at ſuch a thing; which is atten- 
To -with ſo much Hazard. UL 
| Fourthly. Becauſe my 0 onent feemes to 
to put! his cheifeſt! Strels'in this, Vit") that 
a large Cuſtome may be "put pet” all *Wooll 
that 7s Exported by Strangers, and that cat Tet 
by this meanes, they may come'to Pay" double the 
F rice of what our Clothiers do, and not "only fo, 
but by this means alſo, bis Majeftie may recerve 
an Advantage by the _ that is Impoſed 
pon. #. | 

To try the weight'or treagth of this Ex- 
pedient, or rather to'ſhew the Vanity of it. 
Let -us fuppoſe that gd. or 44. Per Pound, 
ſhould by a Law;'be'Impoſed upon all Woell, 
that ſhall be Shipt out by'Strangers; of others, 
as it/will not follow; that 'the faid Cuſtome 
ſhonld be Paid to-his! Majeſtie, for one half 
of the' Woolt; tharſhall be'ſo Shipt ont: See- 
'ing under the Colony fef one? Frdred Packs, 
many Hindred may be Exported.. So this 
will much the leſs follow, from the yery Ob- 
ſervation; i: which my oz pponent- "himſelf hath 
rrade, of the nature,of ofthe Stealers or Tranſpor- 


ters 


- theiyexcuſe 
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tebs 'of Wool; for if as he Confeſſeth they 
will be contended with 1 2d.a day profit ſo they 
- may play the Merchams; & it they-are contenc 
"to tithe hazard of their Necks; "and to: be 
try 4s Fellons, for {o-{mall-ai'matter as [this 
Aa mounts to, which cannot be a bove $; or 1 95. 
\upon' a pack, hcw much. more then, will they 
bee encouraged to ſteal the Cuſtom of it when 

ſhall be fairer, and their advantage 
-mich greater, and the hazard leſs a hundred 
timesthen-now itis? but»in the fifth and /fi 
place, let usadmit'for Arguments ſake, that if 
"A. was impoſed uponevery Pack oi VVooll that 
was Tranfported, and let us admit, that all 
this Cuſtome was duely Paid, yet I ſee not the 
leaſt Ground for my Opponents Confidence, 
that we ſhall for this Caule be able to 'under- 


 Hellthe French, in the VVoollen-ManufaElnre: - 


'''For belide that the Nature of their Mana- 
facture being but ſlight;/-and fuch' as takes ' up 


ith leſs Wool: then! ours dothyiand a greac 


part of their warps; bemg#imadeof their fine-" 
{pun Linnen and their own courſe 'VYooll +I 
Hay beſides this; the Inipofirions that have been 
6f -late,' Arbitralily:put:uponall our V Vootles- 
mw | | Ma- 
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Mannufactvre W\ France; and conſlerng allo 
there | 8 no - Cuſtome ; at, ,/all., put , upon 
Wooll: there, when.Imported. , both "theſe wall 
utterly. preyeat, dur: Selling the ſaid. Manufes- 
ture there; - Cheaper than the Freach .carmake 
it, though they ſhall. not only gave; Hubs 
but treble the Price, that We oÞr, Selves. d o 
give: for Wool. «|. 1 D39611G209 920 
The'next thing Alledged by my Oppanent 1s 
that our FOWT Ah did never Prohibit the 
Tranſportation of Wooll, unleſs: upen. ſome. great 
Occaſion, | and for: a certam:  - till of. lute 
Years, for makeing good. OF which, a Summa- 
ry of ſeveral Statutes, 'are brought irom. the 
Time of Edward the 3 dommwards to, our 
<Tuwes io) 1h 
For anGirhe to all which Stagute , 1 Gal 
ke uſe of no-.other Argument, than, what 
my "Opponent himſelf ep at into my Mouth, 
which'is; that Wooll-was| [oa many; Ages, by 
the, Wiſdom/of - the» Goyernment, | at leaſt 
very often Prohibited;  and-that whenlocyer 
the Govenment it {elf ſaw, there, was 2 grear 
;ter| Qccafion; than: ordinary ;for' it, HEY did 
al\vayes. Prohibit jt; -and':Confequently, il 


the 
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the Intereſt of the Nation at preſent be ſuch, 
and the circumſtances relating to our Neigh- 
bours about us, be not only ſo great, but fo 
Inſtant and Importune, that thele two conli- 
dered, there will be much more Reaſon, and 


much more igiren £ tor the Prolibicing of 
it now, than formerly. 


Then all that my Opponent labours at, in 
producing Inſtances of other Kinds, and where - 
the Circumſtances are not the ſame," falls 

wholly to the Ground; for the clearing of 
which, letusconfider, that the Circumſtances 
peculiar to this preſent Time are,that we have 
not only been Poſſeſſed for many Ages,: of the 
ManufaGhnring of our Wooll, but have of late 
fo Improved our Trade and Commerce by it, 

that we have Exported it by Shipping of our 
own, not only into France, Portugal and Spain, 
but into Italy, Tarkey, and to the remoteſts 
Parts of the World. 

By which means, as our Wealth came 
greatly to Increaſe, ſo we our ſelves became 
more Powerful mm Shipping than ever, which 
greatnels of our Trade and the Strength of our 
Shipping being not only Obſerved, but forth- 

. D | 


with 
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with Emulated by ſome of our Neighbours, 
and ſeeing it was likewiſe clearly diſcerned, 
that the cheiteſt meanes for the (op; Roe 
of it proceeded from our Woollen-Manufacinre, 
as the Hollander therefore - firſt, fo the French 
ſince, have by many undue Lawes and Preſ- 
ſures upon us, contrary to the anci-nt 'Trea- 
ties of Peace and Commerce, endeavoured. to 
Rob the ſaid ManufaSure from. us, | 

Nor 1 the ſtate of the Conteſt row at pre- 
ſent between us only, who ſhall have the Trade, 
but who 1s fitteſt to have the Strength and 
Donunion of the Sea. 

Wherefore if my Opponent be not only an 
Iſlander, but ſo much an Engliſh-Marn, and be 
o true a Subject to the Intereſt of his Maje(- 
tie, which I doubt not but he is, as to think 
' there is none fo fir as his Majeſtie to Com- 
mand the Sea, then my Opponent. muſt of ne- 
ceſlity grant, that nothing ought at chis time 
to be done by us, that may hazard the .great- 
nels of our hrs and Commerce, and Conſe- 


quently, that nothing ought, to be ſuffered by 


us, ( lofar as we areable in any wile to pre- 
vent it ) that may cither leſſen or endanger 


- OUr 


_ * FE 


L 27 ] 


our WW, oollen-Manufa&iure, and Conſequentl Ve 


it nothing can {o much hazard it, and hazard 
the very loſs ot our Trade, and of the Dominion 
of rhe Sea it {cli through it, as the countenan- 
cing and contributing to the W oollen-Mo1 ufac- 
ture now {ct Up in Franc e, then this 1s not to 
be done by us, bur is rather, if we will pu: ſue 
the Interei; of the Nation, by all means to bo 
prevented. by us. 

And Conlequently till my Opponent ſhall i 
able to make 1t appear, that the Dominion 
of the Sea, it loſt, will be no great harm to 
us,” or till he ak It appear, that we are able 
to keep the Dominion of the Sea 3 even, not- 

withſtanding our Trade and Commerce ſhou!d 
beutterly loſt, and notwithſtanding our Wool- 
len-Mannfatlute, ſhould be wholly carrie a= 
way by our Neighbours. 

Or till he make it appeat by other Argu- 
ments than hitherto he hath done,. that the 
French though rhey encreaſe their Weollen-Ma- 
mifatinre, will neither be able to Under-ſell us 
abroad, nor be able to prevent our Clothes and 
Stuff s ho going into France, as formerly. 

| fav till my Opporert ſhall be able to make 


good all chef: thugs, I muſt crave leave to 
difter 
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differ from him wholly, and plainly to affirm 


on the contrary. 


- 


1. That the Tranſportation of Wool, if al- 
lowed by a Law, can no way be Linited. 
Becauſe if the Tranſportation. of Woot! ſhall 
be allowed by a Law, no meanes, ( (Ws 
rationally ) 1s able to prevent the Ho s, 
Flandrians, and French, to give each of them 
ſuch Commuſlions as they pleaſe, to Buy up 


here what quantity of Wool! ſoever, they ſhall 


think fit. 

2. In regard that this can no way be pre- 
vented, and that my Opponent himſelf offers 
not the leaſt grain of an Expedient towards 
it: I therefore farther affirm, that it cannot 
appear that our Clothiers or ManufaGurers here, 
ſhall have the leaſt Priviledg above the Stran- 
ger; either in poynt of Proviſion, or point 
of Price. 

J That our Clothier, or Manufacturer here, 
mult of neceſſity havea far greater diſadvan- 
tage, with reference to the Fa 
than the Stranger abroad, in regard it cannot 
be thought, he ſball be able to raiſe any ven 

ſtoc 


rnithng himſelf, 


ftock of Money 
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as the 'Stranger ean, to pre- 
vent the Strangers Forſtaling of him; and 
Conſequently ( if it be Lawtul to talk Reas+ 
ſon )' there can be no ground to Imagin, that 
our Manufa5ture ſhall not in ſhort time be ut- 
terly loſt, and this being loſt, as our Trade 
and ſtrength at -Sea' muſt be Inevitably loſt 
with it, ſo not only the Honour, Wealrhand 
Rents, but . the very Priviledges, Liberty, and 
Property of the Nation, muſt be hazarded to 
ſuch Strangers as ſhall carry away the Trade 


and ſtrengrh from us. 
As to the next Allegation, made by my 

nent, (Viz. that the Tranſportation of W ooll,vill 
better bis Majeſties : CuſtomsI fee bur little 
in it that may require my Antwere to it,inas- 
much,as I have {ſpoken already to this, under 
the Fourth head : Nevertheleſs I muſt crave 
leave to ſay, that my Opponcrit here alſo go- 
cth uponan extraordinary Miſtake, it being | 
not at all m diſpute between us, whether 
Ins Majeſties Cuſtomes would be bettered if a 
Subfidy were paid only for that Wool! that is 
now Exported; mfſtead of baveine 1t all ſtol- 


len : But the diſpute between usftricly is, what 
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his Majeſties Cuſtomes will. hereafter amount 
to, Comparatively to what they at preſent 
now are,/in'caſe thereſhould be a Law tor the 
free. and Unlimited Exportation of Wooll, and 
that by reaſon of this Law, and the Conſe- 
queaces that muſt follow. from it, our Woollen- 
ManufaSure; ſhall come to be-wholly and en- 
tirely loſt: -For'it becomes not a-/wile i Mar: 
( and ſuch IT muſt in Civility Judge my Oppo- 
zent to be) in making ſuch Propoſals as tend 
to: the altering, of Lawes, | to: look at the pre- 
{ent only, but to look mare principally at the 
rime to come. $3250 
And therefore it is not tn this caſe at all, to 
be . conſidered - what. the advantage will be, 
that may come.ts. his; Majeſties:Cuſtomes for 
a few moneths, or a'fingle Year, but itis to be 
conlidered, what the advantage or diladvant- 
age. will: be to his Majeſties Cuſtomes for the 
_-rune to come;;/admiiting.thele Inconvenien- 
cies, which I have bctore mentioned to be 
_unavoydable,, from the Law which is Pro- 
pounded by my ;Opponeut. ' - _ 
Beſides my Opponert cannot doubtleſs be {o 
Ignorant, as not to have Conſidered, ithat the 
oreat- . 


L;3t;]) 


greatneſs of his Ma jeſties Cuſtomes (- which 


is at-this Day greater than ever ) is not at all 


Raifed/,Comparatively from the Export: but 
frgit;the Import, which/is' 10. it not. 20./times 
greater” than, the Export, 'the 'Vallue of all. 
which Import muſt proportionally tall, as the 


quantity of our, Manufactary ſhall faile to be 


carric gut, and, as our. raw and unwrought 
IVooll alone; thall: nſtead of !it be Exported, 
and Conſequently, to pretend that by ſuch a 
Law asis deſired, his Majeſties Cuſtomes would 
be advanced,..y cirher greatly to betray Ig- 
norance, or greatly to betray the Revenues of 
the Cuſtomes it-ſelt. + 

The next, thing alledged by my Opponent 
is, that the cauſe. af the deray of our Clothing 
doth not lie in the Exportation of our Wooll, but 
on the contrary, ( Viz.) becauſe our Wooll is 
no more freely. Exported than it is , and that we 
may be ſurenot to miſtake his Senſe, berein he fur- 
ther adds, that inaſmuch as. the decay and fall. of 
our Manufa&ure , comes: properlyfrom the Pro 
hibition of our W oo!l, the ſtopping or hindring 
of it is but the applying to, our Diſeaſe a wrong 


Remedy. 
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Which Argument, had it-been brought b 

a Stranger, we ſhould immediately have iow 
ed it into Merriment , as ſuppoſing that he 
thought us ſuch; Children , that any thing 
would cafily Deceive us? but 'bemg brought 
by a Gentleman, and an Engifb-Man', I con- 
feſs I conld not poſſibly think what might be 
the meaning of it, unleſs it were, that ty Oppo« 
ent was reſolved to croſs the Proverb for a 
while, and by a piece of Wit ts make 
it appear, that it is not always Trae , that 
Tatereft cannot Lye ; for that no can be 
more contrary to ' Truth, | than what is here 
alledged, ot more againſt the Intereſt of the 
Nation, and of an Ergliſb-Man than what is 
here Aferted, ( if that be che' very Intereſt of 
my Opponent ) 1s moſt Cleate. 
| For if it be Trae which my. 
that the decay of our Clothing-Frade, #5 ot 
from our Exportation of Wooll, but rather the 
Contrary, becanſe no more of onr Wooll is 10t 
Carried ont Raw and Un-ManufaQtured, it muſt 
follow then, by how much the more our Wool! 
» thus Exported, by ſomuch the more our 


' Mnan- 


faith, 
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Manufafinre will not | anly be Preſerved, but 
Encouraged, and the; Realon, for ; this: nut 
- needs bes that 1f-we; art plcevid of our Wool}; 
and have got a good Price. for it, .we need not 
trouble! our heads {o far as to Imagin, that 
they who Buy it-will do any thing with it, 
bur:only will lay.it upito look upon-itz For 
if we ſhall Seriouſly Believe that they will have 
ſo. much Wit as to make Uſe of it, and. to 
make Uſe of - it as becomes Rational Perſons, 
iy order to-the Increaſe of their own: Clotbing 
by it, we cannot be fo. {ottiſh as to think, 
that they do-intend after this to. Buy, our Ma- 
xufafiure any more, but do. on the contrary 
defign to preyent, and ſhut out the Importa- 
tion of it, as a thing-not Expedient for them. 
And if thisand no- other be really the intent 

of: Buying up of-our Wooll by our Neighbours, 
then. muſt it not neceſiarily follow,that by how 
much the more Wooll: they have, by fo much 
the more Mannfafiure they will make for the 
Furniſhing themſelves, and Furniſhing their 
Neighbours, and then- by ſo much the leſs 
Place; or Poſlibility, _ there will ' be: that we 
ſhould be able to Furniſh them, and then alſo 

E 


by 
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by ſo much the greater ſtop muſt of neceſlity 
be put to'the Vending of our Cloths: And is 
it not plain that by how” much the leſs we 
Vend of our Manufatrure, by reafory of 'the In- 
creaſe of it abroad in other Places, ' by ſo much 
the more our ' Manufa&yre'muſt decay : Not 
only m point of Price, but m point of its Ne- 
ceflity and Uſe? Fl | 

And isitnot then as mamifeſt, that by how 
much our Manufafiure Decayes, our Trade 
muſt Decay, and our Wealth muſt Decay, 
and the Strength of our Shipping muſt Decay, 
and we our felves muſt' be the more made a 
Scorn, a Prey, and a Laughing-ſtock by it to 
our Neighbours : And if all this be not tor the 
Intereſt of the Nation, but the cont rary whol- 
ly, is it not plain that my Opporert» ſeeing he 
is an Exgliſh-Man, and ſeeing it is for the In- 


tereſt of the Nation that he Writes, doth'croſs 


the Proverb, and give us a Demonſtration by 

his thus Arguing, that Intereſt may now and 

then Lye, though not alwayes ? 

But ia the next place, to try whether my 

Opponent be in carneſt, or not, let me humbly 

Beg of him, to tell me truly, why 
thole 
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thoſe. naughty: Men. that Ulſurped the. Go- 
vernment in, the Tear 1647. did upon ſuch 
Pcralties ſiritly Prohibit the Exportation of . 
our Woolls; it he faith,. it was. becauſe they 
were.not only Rebels,. but Menof no. Reaſon, 
and Underſtood not the Intereſt of the Nati- 
on: Will he not by this brand many of me 
Parliament alſo that: now fits? who thoug 
they did not Confirm the Rebels Law , Ex 
think fit at Teaſt tomake a new Law to the 
{ame purpoſe, even ſoon after his Majeſties 
molt happy Reſtoration. 

Granting then that the Laws now in force 
of the 12 and 14. of his Majeſties Reign, were 
not made by other, than by the Wileſt and 
moſt Lond: Perſons of this Nation, the. aid 
Perſons muſt conſequently have ſome grounds 
or other for making of the {aid Laws, and if 
we may. guels at their grounds by. their own 
words 1n the preambles of the ſaid Lawes, they 


er OY to be theſe three followi 10g , 
C i 
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3 > wÞ! : 
x.) For the ſetting on Work#be Tahabitants 
of theis Realm. 


2. For the Improving the native Commo- 
dities of this Conmry, to its beſt, fulleſt, 
and utmoſt Uſe. {ht 


. And that the advantage accruing bow 

| FA might Redonnd to the SubjeSs of thi. 
Kingdom, and not to the SubjeSis of for- 
reign Realms, as hitherto, aud as it would, 


and muſt otherwife ao. 


Herefore,cither theſe three grounds, when 
the faid Lawes were made, were either 
good and ſufficient Motives for the Prohibi- 
ting our Wooll, and for the laying fo greata 
Penalty upon ſuch as ſhould Export it, or 
they were not : why ent ſhall ſay, they 
were not good and ſufficient Grounds, then 
he muſt ſay that the Wiſdom of theſe Honou- 
rable and Loyal Perſons, who at that time 
ſerved in Parliament, were indeed not much 
better than that of the Uſurpers of the Go- 
vernment m the Tear 1647. * But if the ſaid 


grounds 
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grounds were Good, ' Valid, and Sufficient, 
and {uchas did both Regard and Comprehend 
the True and Sincere Intereſt of the Nation; 
then my Opponent muſt confeſs, that the ſaid 
Laws ought to Stand, or he muſt ſhew where- 
in the Cale ts altered now, * from what it was 
then, with reference to the ſaid Motives or 
Grounds,-thir the ſaid Parliament then went 
upon,” in making the*ſaid Laws. For, 

i. | my can make it appear 
by letters he hath lately received, that 
the Hollanders have laid down their Woollen- 
ManifaFinre, and that they m France are all- 
together grown Sick and Weary of it, and 
that the French King hath wholly forbidden it, 
andhath releafed all the Imipofitions that he 
hath of late Years put upon it, then T muſt 
needs confeſs the Cafeis altered, and that the 
{d.,Lawes orght: Juftly to be Repealed; or, 

2. If my Opponent hath received Informa- 
tion fromſure and good Hands, that the Hol- 
lmders make uſe of no other Fooll than that 
of their own Growth, _ They breed few 
or no Sheep; and' that” he hath: alſo received 
Information from good and fare Hands, _ 

| E 2 the 
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the French make” uſe only of:their own Wooll 
in all their Manufa&iure; or, 

3- If my Opponent can make it appear, 
that the ſetting on Work the Inhabitants of 
this Realm, is not now a thing ſoconvenient or 
fit, as it was when the aid Atts were made ; ; 
or, 

4 I the Improving the Native Commo- 
dities of this Country / to its heſt and: urmoſt 
Uſe, be found by Experience to be no good 
Policy, but to bring many VENIEnCes 
with it; or, 

5. If itbemuch more adviſcable that For- 
reiners ſhould goe away with the Gain of our 
ManufaGinre, and with the ſweet of our Trade, 
rather than that his Majeſtie's Sub) jeQs ſhould 
have it, in all theſe Caſes I muſt "coakels it 
muſt Inevitably be for the Intereſt of the Nation 
to Repeal - the faid Acts, and lay them 
aſide. 

But on the other hand, if none of all thee 
Five Caſes can polibly be put, and that thoſe 
very Reaſons and Grounds do ſtill remain, 


and are the ſame now, which they were when 
the ſaid Acts were made. 


Then 


LIMA 
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Then my Opponent's motion to Repeal the 
ſaid Laws, muſt be againſt the Intereſt of the 
Nation, or Intereſt doth not alwayes ſpeak 
True; which was the Paradox intended to 
be Argued by my Opponent. | 

As it ts clear then, that by both theſe Argu- 
merits, my Opponent hath wholely miſtakerthim- 
{elf inthe Cauſe of our Manufattures decay, to 
evidence yet farther the maniteſinels, and pal- 
pableneſs of this miſtake, we affirm that it 1s 
Matter of Fa&, that our Woollen ManifaGiure 
did greatly encreaſe after the ſd. Prohibition of 
Wooll; and not only encreafed , but bore a 
good Price, and that I may not be found like 
fomeothers, who regard not the Credit of 
what they affirm (and particularly, like him 
who hath contracted the Arguments of my Op- 
ponent, and hath publiſhed them together in one 
Sheet of Paper) I ſhall to juſtifie what I ſay, 
appeal for the Truth of it, not only tothe 
Cuftome-houſe Books,and to the quantity of the 
Woollen-ManufaSture there entered ; but to the 
Gentry themſelves: And to the Price that the 
Land bore (and Vittuals) for many Years to- 
gether after the ſd. Prohibition. 


Yea, 
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Yea, as our ManufaSure did encreaſe far ma- 
ny years together, after the ſd. Prohibition of 
the Exportation of Wooll, ſoit had tp this day 
ſtill encreaſed, had not thole accidents, happen- 
ed, that laid fo effectual a. F oundation, for the 
ruine of it, asit was neither in the Power'of the 
Clothier, nor in the Power of the Grower to 
prevent: I mean thoſe new and imoderate 
Taxes, which were laid upon eur. Manufatinre 
by the French. King, on purpoſe: to: cycourage 


his own workmen to. gain the {d,, MannfaGure 


from us; and on purpoſe-to Fooxeps our 


Cloths and Stuffs trom being brought into 


his. Country , (the Fruits- of Exportation, of 


IV ooll) although we yearly take of his Commo- 
dities, ta the value of above a Million. of Pounds 
Sterling, and I mean in the; ſecond. place; the 
making of that unfortunate A& againſt the Im- 
portation of Iriſb-Cattle, which bath not on- 
ly tended to the ruine of the Gr ower , 'but to 
the ruine of the Clothzer, and to ruine of the ve- 
ry. Trade of England it (elf; and which if it 
ſhould continue to ſtand un-repealed , muſt 


neceſlarily,and mevitably rune more and:more: 
| Both 


| 
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Both the Gentry, Merchant, and Clothier every 
day. | 
Jad therefore asa further Proof of whatIay 
I ſhall give one inſtance inſtead of. many, and 
leave the Truth of it to be ſtrictly examined,and 
judged accordingly ; which is, that ſince the 
ſaid accidents have befallen us ({ I mean of the 
French Kings' Arbitrary Impollitiens upon us, 
and that ACt againft the Importation of Iriſh 
Cattel .) Exeter alone, hath loſt of what it 
did, formerly. Vend, near, if not above three 
Hundered Thouſand Pound | Sterling every Tear : 
And if we ſhall reckon Proportionably tor all 
other Countries and Cities, we {hall then ea- 
fily ſee there is a Juſt Ground for the Decay 
of our Woollen-Manufa&tire, and tor the fall 
of the Price of our Woolf by it, and tor the 
fall and ruin of our Rents, not as my Oppo- 
nent Allegeath by reaſon of the Prohibition of 
of Tranſporting our Wooll, but truly and re- 
ally by reaſon of the Multiplication and In- 
creaſe 'of our Wooll, tothat degree, that the 
Exportation of it hath almoft- been Neceſſa- 


ry. 
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The ſerious conſideration of which true and 
real cauſe of the decay of our Manufacture, I 
ſhall humbly leave to the W udom of the Par- 
lament. ': And: ſhall Ickewile leave xtito their 
Wiſdom to be conſidered; : whettier in this 
Conjucture oi Aﬀairs, and according to the 
Circumſtances which now. attend Us, while 
our Neighbours do net only Emulate us, but 
are become actual Rivals with-us, not only for 
our lathing,but for our Trade it {elf;and for our 
Strength and Dominion at Sea, we ſhall, or 
ought ſo far to contribute towards the Deſign, 
and towards the Certamty and EffeCtualneſs 
of our own Ruine, as. either to Repeal our 
Acts that Prohibite the Exportation of our 
IVooll, or to let. that Unfortunate Aﬀ& ſtand, 
which makes the Tranſporting abſolutely ne- 
ceſfary , whether we will or no, and by this 
mearis make our Neighbours ſcorn the Com- 
merce and Trade they formrely had with us, 
and thanked us for it. 

And whereas my Opponent doth lay a great 
ſtre(s upon the falle makeing of our Mannfac- 
tre, as one cauſe of the decay of it, I cannot 
but confeſs there hath been to much aud to 


great 
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great cauſe for that Complaint,. we ought 
therefore toconfider the maine reaſon thereof, 
( Viz. ) that as the {aid May _ for agreat 
part is under no manner of: Regnlation, - yea 
not ſo much as 1t may not be reſtrain'd to an 
Apprentiſhip , by which meanes, perſons Un- 
$kilful, -and\ Unable allo m.point of Eſtate, 

undertaks it,. having got ſome credit. and 
when they have got a confiderable Eftate of 
other perſons into-their hands, in a little time 
Breakes, not only. to! the great loſs of their 
Creditgns,, but: fo: the: diſhonour of our Iooll- 
en-ManufaGure, and the Nationitfelf; Inſtan- 
ces: to many may be grven,(thelike may be {aid 
of Merchandice when Irregular, |) but though 
this Abuſe hath notbeen Redrelied, notwirh- 
ſtanding which, the generallity of the moſt 
Subſtantial Clothiers, though nor tycd to it by 
any Law, hath-jor their own Repute and Ad- 
vantage, "made {uch an alteration in the make- 
ing our {aid Manufacture, that neither Dutch, 
nor French, ( whole Fancies we are apt to to!- 

low ) Sos come near us, either for the Ac- 
curatneſs and Goodneſs of our W, orkmanſhip, 


ON 
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or for the Honeſty and Integrity, that 1s uſed 
in makeing both of Cloth, Stuffs and Bays. 

And that I may here Vindicate the Credit 
of what I Say, and that it may -be Clear, I 
Speak nothing but Truth, I ſhall Appeal to 
the moſt conſiderable Dealers in all London 
cither as Merchants, Drapers or Mercers, whe- 
ther there be not many Clothiers,” many Stuff 
and Bay-Makers, who tho they be under no 
Check at all at preſent; do nevertheleſs fo 
Value their Name, their Word and their Re- 

pute, that they dare Adventure all the Com- 
modity they make, to be Forieited, if it donot 
' prove as Long as Broad , and as truly 
Made and as well Qualliftied , yet there 
are , many ,both Drapers , Mercers, and 
Merchants, who will truſt to the private Mark 
of divers Clothiers, with leſs Scruple then 


they will truſt to the ſtamp of ſome ſorts of 
Coyn. 


Yea I ſhould much wrong many of theClothiers 
of England, it T ſhould not upon this occaſion 


pro- 
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p: :ofeſſedly declare, ( and whoever denyeth 


it, will greatly Injure them _ that ſuch is the 
{enſe which they themſelves have had for di- 
vers Tears, how much it is for their Intereſt, 

and for the Name and Honour of the Engliſh 
Nation it ſelf, to keep up an exact goodneſs 
in all the Woollen-Mannfa&ture of this King- 
dom, that they have for many Tears, not on- 
ly Solicited the Parliament, that they might 
be Incorporated m each County, and that 
none might be admited to take upon them 
the making of Cloth, and other Woollen-Manu- 
faStures, but ſuch only as have ſerved a due num- 
ber of Taees.to learn the profeſlion of it,might 
be ſufhciently Verſed and Skilled in it; bur 
they have for many Tears deſired alſo, that all 
andevery the forts of the W, oollen-ManufaSiure, 

might be brought to ſuch a certainty ol Re- 

gulation for the L-ngth and Breadth of each 
ManufaSure, . and for the true Making of it, 

that 1t may not be in the Power of any Un- 
skiltul or Deceittul Perſon to Fallifie it, but 
that by marks of their own, as 1s uſed in Col- 
cheſter Bays , all maner of Cheats and Defeds - 
ſhould "i openly fignified; than which I hum- 
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bly conceive there is ſcarce any thing can be 
inſtanced that might, or would tend more to 
the general good and advantage of this Nati- 
on, and to the promoting and recovering of 
our ManufaGture again, and Conlequently for 
the Couſumption and Advancing the Price of 
our Wooll, which 1s the thing mainly my Op- 
ponent ſeemes to drive at, and in thatwe ſhall 
agree. | 

But here my Opponent may parhaps: ſay, 
that after all I cannot deny, buttheres a ſur- 
plus of Wooll which: cannot: be wrought up 
by the Clothiers, - and: that I offered not one 
word, how it ſhould for the future be dilpo- 
{ed oi: (- to which I an{wer ) 

1. That it appeareth nor by any thing 
which mp Opponent hath hitherto ſaid, at leaſt 
not by any thing that he hath hithirto proved, 
that the Chothier either cannot or doth not 
work np the Woolf of the proper growth of 
England to the inll of it, but it a far greater 
quantity of JWooll. be brought into England 
irom Ireland then ever until of late Years, as 
_ the Clathier cannot be Reſponſible for his not 
Buying up all the Wooll whichis ſent into Eng- 


land 
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lind, 1o neither can he or ought he to be Re(- 
ponſible for the Glut proceeding from the Im- 
portation of it, or for the cheapneſs of the ſaid 
IWooll, by realon of the {aid Glut. Notwith- 
ſtanding which Glut I may preſume to ſay, 
( or at leaſt to ſuppole )) thar if an account 
was taken both in Ireland and England before 
the time of ſhearing, there will not be found 
one quarters Gronth, or at the moſt 6 Months 
Un-manufactured, in the greateſt Tear of plen- 
ty of Wooll and dulneſs of Trade; which duly 
confidered, doth require more care for a ſtock 
beforehand in Ergland, and not to ſuffer it to 
Engrofled and Stored up in France and Hol- 
land as now it is: And for ought I know 
would there be a' Peace concluded abroad, 
that our Trade was Revived, and our Clothier.s 
were Incouraged, we might find a want of 
IYooll betore the next ſhearing; notwithſtand- 
ing our great complaint of a Surplus of Wooll, 
as it hath frequently accurd in Cory very lately, 
and more formerly as in Sr. Walter Rawly's 
Remains. 

2. If the proper and only way for remov- 
ing all evil efte&s, be to remove their reſpec- 
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tive cauſes, and that this is and muſt be ac-. 
knowledyec by all rational Perlons, then con- 
fidering what we have ſaid before, and not 
only ſajd but proved and made it appear, 
(Viz, ) that the cauſe of theſaid Surplus of 
Wooll ( with the Cheapneſs of it at preſent ) 
among us, 1s partly from the Iriſh ACt that 
Prohibiteth the bringing in of live Cattle, and 
puts the Kingdom upon the Breeding of Wool! 
whether they will or no, and partly by the 
Decay of our, ManufaGure, through the ſup- 
ply that we our ſelves do- make to our Neigh- 
bours of our own Wooll, fur the Promoting 
oi their Manufa5nre , to the Ruine of our 
Selves. | 

The proper Remedy then, for the remove- 
ing the Cheapnels of our Wool! on the one 
hand, and Employing our Poor , and Reco- 
vering of our Trade on the other hand, muſt 
neceſſarily be the Stoping the Excefive Grouth 
of it in Ireland,. and as Strictly Stopping, and 
Reſtreming the Export of it from Ireland, and 
irom hence. 

And here Imuſt take the Boldneſs to-fay 
again, what I have in part faid already in my 
le- 
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ſecond Argument, ( Vie. 5 that where a Na- 
tion is xot Rich in Mines of Gold and Siler, 
it.1s pot capable of bemg Enriched any other 
way, than by its acthre. 

And conſequently if it be from onr Manr- 
aFures alone, that the Riches of this Nation 
en, "and if ir be from © our Ma mWre chent- 
I t our Ship ing 'is Tmplo &d, and" our 
Mar Marriners bed, oy ld from oi Trading alone, 
and from the Riches which our Trading brings 
in, that his Majeſtis Cuftomes are Raiſed, 
and that our Fleet have been hitherto Built and 
Maintained, and the Dominion of the Seas 
hath. been Preſetyed, than it is and muſt be 
fron” our M; ufadhire only that our Bullion 
bath been brought in, *an ber Mii the Rents of 


our Nobility at ANC Gentry doth Depend and are 
S1 


ders Neſte it muſt be printed me, that 
ioher Intereft ip the Natfon, ' than 

awhich preferves tys Majeſties Cuſtomes, 
Bo char whic h Suſtaing the Nobility and Gen- 
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1t in any thing elce ( as. the circumſtances of 
this Nation ſtands. at preſent ): muſt either 
miſtake the Intereſt-of this Nation, or can be 
no Freind to England. Me, 

dias wok if 1t be granted by rhe Wileſt of 
Layers, tl ita Miſch' if 1s better thanan Incon- 
venience,  ſome-privat Men ought to ſuffer, ra- 
ther than the whole Nation: - Which I humbly 
conceive 1s a ſojlid and ſufficient, anſwere to 
my. Opponent, . as to-this part of his ObjeRion. 
., Suppoſing allo that our MaryfaGre and the 
Encourageing of it, is..the main and cheif, if 
not the ſole and only Intereſt of the Nation, 
then .as no. Intereſt: beſides: cans, or ,ought 1h 
pſcin $6. Bond i DE REAP 6, 
much leſs the Iriſh-A&, without the Repeal- 
ing of which ; Neyerthelefs it, is ſimply Impoſ- 
ſible, that. cither our Manxfafinre, or that the 
Trade, or Navigation of the Kmgdom ſhould 
be- preſerved: For if there be no reaſon” to 


make 
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make a Law that they muſt Starve in Ireland, 
there' can be no reaſon to forbid their breed- 
ing of Sheep, if we will not let them employ 
their Lands in the breeding of Cattle. 

© Admitting alſo' thit'the paſture Lands of 
treland are proportionable to the bignels of 
that Kingdom, far larger than the paſture 
Lands of England, as they are and muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be, partly through the {malneſs of 
their Tillage , ( their Cor: being not ca- 
pable to beExported ) and partly through the 
thinneſs of their Inhabitants, and it muſt ne- 
ceſfarily follow, that theſe being converted 
moſtly to the feeding of Sheep, muſt breed a 
vaſt quantity of Wooll, and fuch as muſt equal, 
rf not Exceed the quantity bred in England, 
by our ſelves. | 
Wherefore it muſt needs be plain to every 
perſon, that not only the breeding of Wooll, 
but the diſpoſing of it, andt he diſpoſing oi it 
to moſt Advantage, is now beceme the Inte- 
reſt of the Nobility, Gemry, Yeomandry, and of 
all others whatſoever that have a concern in 
treland, which if it were poſlible to prevent, 
it ought to be allowed to none beſides our 


Selves, 
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Selves, whoſe whole proper and intire Intereſt 
it. is, to be Sole MarnfaGurers, or Workers 
of it. 

The Breeding, Growing, Diſpoſing and 
Improving of W'ooll, being now by our Selves, 
made the intire Intereſt of Ireland, who deſir- 
ed it not of us, and would have been very 
well Content without it, 1f we cannot defire 
their Nobility, or Gentry, to burn their| Wooll, 
we cainot then deny them, to take all ſuch 
Lawful and Juſt Courſes, whereby they may 
Improve. their Wool. ds 36 0, 

Wherefore ſceing theſe 'Courſes-ean be bur 
rwo wayes, cither to ſend it where i is moſt 
wanted, and where it will yeild the beſt Price, 
which.is to our Neighbours, to Improve and 
Increaſe their Manufa&ure, or elſe to keep it 
themſelves, ' and ManfaStnre it up m that Coun- 
trey. 
And ſeeing one of thete Courſes are whol- 
ly Inevitable, and that both one and'the other 
do not only tend, but muſt and will certainly, 
and effeually bring an, utter deſtruCtion to 
the Trade, Commerce, Strength, Shipping and 
Navigation of this Kingdom, we haye {mall 
rCa- 
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reaſon! to. expeR, our Neighbours. the Dutch, 
pot yn wes. 2 the French. ſhould help us, 
or pitty us, when we do wilfully contribute 

to_ the Ruin of our $elyes, pn yk (it we 
will). either preyent it, or caſi ily remedy .it. 
And indeed if our. All be at ſtake, by reaſon 
of the, continuance of that. Unfortunate AR;. 
and. if this All, I mean the very Intereſt of the 
Nation. it Gl, will; 109k moye ,us to alter.it, 1 
think it- would: be wery Impertinent, to inſiſt. 
upon. leſſer Axgume 

And the chough it would be, Ws fr 
lotereſk -al-the;Nation, þ fa 
ovcation, 1 mean the chea Wo i to 
beat out our Neghbours, DIS, 
of out Manufovhures and by Under-ing tem 
at leaſt Abroad... þ:1;{ 5ob BM 

And though this might now more eaſily ba 
done then ever, ſeeing our Manufacture | 1s Im- 
proved of late Tears in the Goodnelsof it, and 
might ſoon as we ſaid before, be ont to 
an Abſolute Perfection. 

And though it be bat Equal and Juſt, to 
; Forbid the Conmmodittes of thole Countries that 

Bare near us, who refuſe to deal with us for 
G 2 our 


4, 
out” Conrmodities!/*or by Exbrbityie ad Arbi. 
trary Impoſitions laid upon'tHetm; do ii'efc&+ 
Prohibits them; and thought'thedoing of this; 
is but agreable to the rnlesf Juſtice) and to 
the Kaw of Nations; ahd'Law of Coltlandree!s! 
7" Thobgh: alſo'it cannot be'denyed, biat it 
muſt 'be greatly conſiſtant with the publick 
goo! of the Nation, ' to make 'fumptuary 
Lawes, ahd to reftrain'the' exee(s that-is'4t 
'pteſenit among Us; yet I muſt /humbly crave 
leave to ſay, that this is but like the taking 

uch* paines, to ſtop the -leaks of a Barrel, 
26a Jet ths Liquor ran out at the Bunp ; for 
theſ®are all petty things to the'main Concern 
of the Nation which muſt be Rui'd, and Ru- 
in'd, asT humbly Conceive Irrecoverably, if 
the Iriſh A& doth ſtand. OA T7, 
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